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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- if the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 31 March 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)EI This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-11 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) I3 Claim(s) 1-11 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10® The drawing(s) filed on 31 March 2004 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Application/Control Number: 1 0/8 1 4,478 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3632 

DETAILED ACTION 

This is the first Office Action for the serial number 10/814,478, RETAINING CLIP 
WITH OFFSET LATCHING FINGERS, filed on 3/31/04. 



Drawings 

The drawings are objected to because figure 2 is the sectional inverted-plan view of 
figure 1 but it shows 4 partitions (4, 4') while figure 1 shows 5 partitions. Corrected drawing 
sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of 
the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as 
"amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from 
the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and 
appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the 
remaining figures. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in the page 
header (as per 37 CFR 1.84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of the drawing figures. If the 
changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any 
required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be 
held in abeyance. 



Claim Objections 
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Claims 2-1 1 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claims 2-11, line 1, 
"characterised" should be changed to —characterized — for clarification. Appropriate correction 
is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 4 and 7-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Japan 
Patent # 9-317946 to Tomoyoshi. 

Tomoyoshi teaches a retaining clip (figure 1, page 6) having a base part (2) with receivers 
(7) and at least one partition (upright part of base part (2)). The partition comprises a front side 
and a rear side having at least one first latching finger (8) at the front side and at least one second 
latching finger (8) at the rear side of the partition. The width of each latching finger is smaller 
than the width of the partition. The first latching finger is arranged offset relative to the second 
latching finger (figure 1). The partition is elbowed (a wall located underneath latching finger 
and adjacent to curve part of element 7) between the offset latching fingers. The partition has an 
opening in the form a slot (figure 2, b, page 5). The clip comprises outer walls (located on both 
end of clip and adjacent to element 9) having at least one latching finger (8). The outer walls are 
reinforced by reinforcing structures (9-10). 



Application/Control Number: 10/814,478 



Art Unit: 3632 



Page 4 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2, 6 and 10-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tomoyoshi. 

Tomoyoshi teaches the first latching finger is arranged laterally offset relative to the 
second latching finger but fails to teach the distance between the first finger and second finger is 
5 to 20% of the width of the partition. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to have modified distance between first latching finger 
and second latching finger to 5 to 20% of width of partition to prevent the first latching finger 
from interfering the second latching finger when an object is secured in the receiver. 

In regard to claim 6, Tomoyoshi teaches the latching finger but fails to teach the ratio of 
latching finger width is between 1 :4 and 1 :2 or 2:5. It would have been obvious for one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified the ratio of width for 
the latching finger to between 1 :4 and 1 :2 or 2:5 to prevent the first latching finger from 
interfering the second latching finger when an object is secured in the receiver. 
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Claims 3, 5 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tomoyoshi in view of US Patent # 5,947,426 to Kraus. 

Tomoyoshi teaches the partition and latching fingers but fails to teach the partition is 
elbowed between the latching fingers. Kraus teaches the partition (36) is elbowed (adjacent to 
slot of 46) between the offset latching fingers (39). It would have been obvious for one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have added elbow to Tomoyoshi's 
partition and latching fingers as taught by Kraus to provide support for the both fingers to remain 
in an upright configuration when an object is inserted in the receiver which will cause the fingers 
to move in different direction from each other. 

In regards to claim 5, Tomoyoshi teaches the partition but fails to teach both sides of the 
partition having two or more vertically offset latching fingers. Kraus teaches the partition having 
two vertically offset latching fingers (26-27). It would have been obvious for one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have added additional vertically offset 
latching fingers to Tomoyoshi's partition to provide additional security for retaining an object 
within the clip. 

In regards to claim 9, Tomoyoshi teaches the retaining clip but fails to teach the retaining 
clip is made of elastic plastic material. Kraus teaches the retaining clip (1) manufactured by 
plastic material (col. 2, line 32). It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified Tomoyoshi material to plastic material as 
taught by Kraus to provide flexibility in the retaining clip for convenience in removing an object 
from the clip without breaking it. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

US Patent # 6,565,049 to Hahn 
US Patent # 6,450,459 to Nakanishi 
US Patent # 2001/0019091 to Nakanishi 
US Patent # 2004/0065785 to Miura et al. 
US Patent # 2004/01 13027 to Nakanishi 
US Patent # 2004/0144897 to Maruyama 
Hahn, Nakanishi, Miura et al and Maruyama teach the restraining clip for supporting a 
pipe/line having the first and second latching fingers. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alfred Joseph Wujciak III whose telephone number is 
(703) 306-5994. The examiner can normally be reached on 8am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Leslie A Braun can be reached on 703 308 2156. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Alfred Joseph Wujciak III 
Examiner 

Art Unit 3632 _ 
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(54) VIBRATION PROOF TYPE CLIP 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a vibration proof type clip which exerts no harmful 
effect on the fitting work of a rodlike body or the retaining position of the rodlike body. 
SOLUTION: This vibration proof type dip comprises a base body 1 having erected walls 1a 
on its both side, a retaining body 2 in which pedestals 7 for retaining a rodlike body are 
formed in the upper surface thereof and which is detachable supported between both 
erected walls 1a of the base body 1, and a sleevelike vibration absorbing bodies 3 by which 
the retaining body 2 and the base body 1 are connected to each other Hereat, the vibration 
absorbing bodies 3 employ such a constitution that the base body 1 and the retaining body 
2 are relatively swingably connected to each other along the longitudinal direction of the 
rodlike body retained in the retaining body 2 under a pushing and pressing condition. 
Hereby, the fitting work of the rodlike body to the pedestals 7 can be improved and the 
rodlike body can be retained in an appropriate position while certainly exhibiting vibration 
proof effect. 
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[ o o 3 2 ] x. mz, <ott«. m. 
#m^x&&2tLx^xh. mk&tfmxwiz'®. 
wzt ix h . vmfctfim ix cstercs s 

tw%<Zhb&iz. mto#imLx®<i&isLz 
a. &z#miz*>hmmm s ®»x . &tfft<ogi& 

«WC**. iHW2«>TWi. «tt(BJKflc*JS>tt» 
[ 0 0 3 3 ] X, H««30TT-«. «»«KOffi»»Cj: 
flWftTWtffePMtvCt. MHHXfMiWr«t. » 
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xmttzvmi w&Bmmx'b *> . 

[05] < a) ( b ) am^t^mm^x-hi . 
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